
American Studies - Summer Assignment - 2019 

 

Welcome to KAP American Studies!  We are excited to get to know all of you in the fall. Please complete the assignment 

below. It will help us to get started right away when school begins. We will be studying America’s relationship with countries 

like Haiti. There are 4 parts to the summer assignment.  Please note: these assignments have different “due dates” - 

please pay attention to these expectations. 

1. This summer, you will read Mountains Beyond Mountains: The 

Quest of Dr. Paul Farmer, A Man Who Would Cure the World by 

Tracy Kidder.  

Please bring your copy of the book on the first day of school. Please 

come to class ready to participate in a text-rich discussion. Bring 

questions. Use post-its.  We have copies of the book to give to each 

student. Please see us to get a copy. Due by the first day of school. 

 

2. Create a reader’s theater with text from Kidder’s book and your 

language that we can read the first day as a class. In case you’ve 

never created or participated in a reader’s theater, please look at the 

sample on the American Studies classroom portal page (Mr. 

Carmichael’s portal) titled “Summer Assignment.” Use that sample to 

give you the idea of form, but please be creative! A reader’s theater is a 

scripted response to a work. A reader’s theater script usually has parts 

to be read by 2 to 5 participants, as well as lines to be read by everyone 

in the room at the same time (a “chorus”). Go back into the work and 

find important passages or lines of text that develop one of the central 

meanings of the book YOU have discovered. Please keep in mind that 

we will be performing these on the first day of school with or without 

your direction, so make sure any “stage directions” are self explanatory 

and it is printed as a hard copy. Plan for your reader’s theater to be 

about 3-4 minutes. Be creative. Show insight. Be prepared to explain 

your project and to elaborate on why you crafted it the way you did.   

Due by the first day of school as a hard copy. 

 

3. Listen to music!  American Studies is an exploration of American 

culture, not just politics and economics! Long before Khalid and Jay-Z were reflecting/shaping the culture, other musicians 

were making commentary and making change. We would like for you to listen to Bruce Springsteen’s folk music tribute album 

called We Shall Overcome: The Seeger Sessions (2006).  Tracks are readily available on YouTube, Spotify, and other music services.  

Listen to the entire album; be familiar with it.  Give special attention to these six tracks: 

 "O Mary Don't You Weep" "John Henry"  "My Oklahoma Home"   

 "We Shall Overcome"  "Jesse James"  "Eyes on the Prize" 

Put this album in your regular “rotation”  .  Listen to these lots of times over the summer and be ready to discuss on 

the first day of school.  Lip sync contest on the first day of school?  Anyone?    

 

4. To communicate with the class this year, including for the summer assignnment, we will be using Blackboard. 

This is what the District uses to stay in touch with families. Your assignment is to make sure that your cell phone and email are 

updated.  Please login to your Student PowerSchool account and click on “Student Forms D: Student Mobile Phone 

Information” to add or update your student cell phone number to receive text messages. This assignment (updating your 

student cell phone number) is due by June 15th. 

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at the e-mail addresses below. Have a great summer!  

- Mrs. Chamberlain and Mr. Carmichael    chamberlain.9@napls.us             carmichael.1@napls.us  

https://sites.google.com/a/napls.us/carmichael/american-humanities/summer-assignment?authuser=0

